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Welcome to the 2024
Aberdeen Science Festival!

Anote from
TechFest’s
joint principal
sponsors 2024

bp and Shellare proud to jointly sponsor the
Aberdeen Science Festival, brought to you by
TechFest, an annual celebration of the wonders
of Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics (STEM).

Aberdeen Science Festivalis bursting with exciting
interactive events that encourage attendees of all
ages to explore the multi-faceted world of STEM.
Frominsightful presentations to fascinating shows
to hands-onworkshops, there is something for
everyone to enjoy.

By supporting TechFest we aim to provide
enjoyment for the public andinspiration for the
next generation of scientists and engineers. We
look forward to another successful festival.

by
£ N
Doris Reiter Simon Roddy

Senior Vice-President Senior Vice-President
Upstream

bp North Sea ShellU.K. Limited
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What you
needto know

We are delighted to bring you Aberdeen
Science Festival, a celebration of STEM and
cutting edge research happening herein
Aberdeen. To help navigate the festival, we
have split the eventsinto five categories;

Hot Topics

Cutting-edgeresearch and topical subjects
discussedinanaccessible way for the public to
enjoy. Come along and find out more about the
world around you.

STEM Nights

After dark, these evening events are where the

serious scientific ideas are discussed in a different
way... fromillusions, luck and emotions all the way to

dangerousideas

Engaging Experiences =

Ourhands-on section of the programme focuses

Family Fest m—

These events have been designed with the
whole family in mind, from our youngest
explorers to our wise elders. Come along and
be inspired by passionate professionals from
across the world of science.

Disclaimer

All details of events in this programme are correct at time

of going to print. TechFest reserves theright to alter or
cancel programme information without prior notice. Any
changes will be posted onthe TechFest website. The views
of presenters are their own and not necessarily endorsed by
TechFest, their sponsors or supporters.

Ticket
booking

Purchase tickets online at Aberdeen
Performing Arts or alternatively in person
at the Aberdeen Performing Arts box
offices at HMT or the Music Hall or by
telephone 01224 641122. Opening hours
are 10amto 6pm Tuesday to Saturday.

Prices are as specified in the programme
andinclude £1booking fee.

Where applicable a concession price
is stated forunder16s, pensioners,
unemployed, disabled attendees
and students.

Please note that booking for the Greyhope
Bay event, and all fringe events are on separate
sites as detailed in the individual entries.

Age
classification

Family
These events are designed with
the whole family in mind.

7+

These events are designed for
young innovators over 7 years of
age. Please note children must be
accompanied by anadult.

12+

-|2 While over12s are welcome,
+ under16s must be accompanied
by anadult.

18+ Only

Aberdeen
Science
Festival

Poweredby TECHFEST

Accessibility info

Ourvenues are situated across Aberdeen
City and Aberdeenshire. We are
delighted to be hosted by the University
of Aberdeen and Robert Gordon
University for many of the festival events.

An access guide with details of facilities
and what to expect at the festival canbe
found on the festival website;
www.techfest.org.uk/festival

At TechFest we strive forinclusivity,

if there is anythingwe cando to help
support you oryour family’s needs please
getintouchwithus;
enquiries@techfest.org.uk

onthose practical experiences. Fancy becominga F”nge Events s
forensic scientist for the evening? Creating yourown Ataste of local science from partner

Al assistant? Delve into this part of the programme organisations to warmup your appetite in the
and embrace yourinner scientist. lead up to the Festival.

Aberdeen Science Festival is coordinated by TechFest.

Butchart Centre, University of Aberdeen, University Road, Aberdeen AB24 3UT,
Email: enquiries@techfest.org.uk | Website: techfest.org.uk

Scottish Charity number SCO10349

-| 8 These events are strictly for
+ over18s due to event content
orlicensinglaws.

Parking is permitted in university car parks
after 5pmand at weekends when visiting
the festival.
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equinor

Festival
sponsor

The energy industry depends on advancesin
science, technology, engineering and maths.
Investingin scienceis key forus to be able to
provide the world with the energy itneedsina
sustainable way.

TechFest offers something for everyone in STEM
- it promotes young children’s natural curiosity as
well as offers opportunities for secondary pupils
to gainaninsightinto subjects for future studies
orcareers.

We are proud to play our partininspiring the next
generation of scientists and engineers with
TechFest toimprove the world inwhich we live.
We call them our ‘Heroes of Tomorrow’.

Arne Glrtner, Senior Vice President Upstream
inthe UK and Ireland at Equinor
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Festival at
aglance

Full events calendar

Welcome to the complete schedule for the
Aberdeen Science Festival!

This page provides a comprehensive
overview of all the exciting events we have
planned. Whetheryou're abudding scientist,
an enthusiastic student, or simply curious
about the wonders of science, you'llfind a
diverse range of events tailored to inspire and
educate. Diveinto explore the fullline-up and
planyour festival experience to ensure you
don’t miss any of the fascinating discoveries
and hands-onfunthat await.

Saturday 21st September

Sunday 22nd September
DISCOVERY DAY

I Healthy and Sustainable Diets
Venue: Rowett Institute | Price: FREE | Family Event

I'Storm Branch Catapults
Venue: Hazlehead Woods | Price:£4 | 7+

Nam-12:30pm

I' From Grain to Glass: Behind
the Scenes at Fierce Beer
Venue: Fierce Beer | Price: £6/£4 | 18+ Only

12pm -1.30pm

IMWhy Do We Like Sunshine?

Venue: Fraser Noble building, University of Aberdeen
Price: £6/£4 | 12+

pieln

I' The What, Why and
How of Robots

Venue: SirDuncanRice Library, University of Aberdeen
Price:£4 | 10+

10am, 11.30pm,
1.30pm & 3pm

I I Create Your Own Al Assistant

Venue: Fraser Noble building, University of Aberdeen
Price: £6/£4 | 14+

3pm

Explore Old Aberdeen

Explore the hidden secrets of Old Aberdeenwith a tour

guide from ScotFree Tours. Tours will run at several times

throughout the day, meeting pointin Zoology Building.

Zoology Museum
Venue: UoAZoology Building | Price: FREE | 5+

Aberdeen Biodiversity Centre
Venue: UoAZoology Building | Price: FREE | 5+

Cruickshank Botanic Garden

Venue: Cruickshank Botanic Garden | Price: FREE | 5+

The 40 Faces Lego Trail

Venue: SirDuncanRice Library Gallery | Price: FREE | 5+

Library Exhibition
Venue: SirDuncanRice Library | Price: FREE | 5+

The Ugly Animal Show

Venue: FraserNoble | Price: FREE (Booking Required)
Family Event

ISci—Fi Snobbery

Venue: Fraser Noble | Price: FREE (Booking Required)
18+ Only

11:30am-4pm

Monday 23rd September

Thursday 26th September

Saturday 28th September

I'Guided Coastal Discovery RIEIERVRI0]elqg] I'
Venue: Greyhope Bay | Price: £5/£3 | 5+

I' AlinResearch and Developing 6:30pm
Tests for Diabetes

Venue: Fraser Noble building, University of Aberdeen
Price: £6/£4 | 12+

Friday 27th September

Science of Emotions [7om | ARTSSNISTIMN 10, 11,12, 1:30, 2.30, 3.30pm

Venue: Fraser Noble building, University of Aberdeen
Price: £6/£4 | 12+

Venue: Sirlan Wood Building, Robert Gordon University
Price: FREE (Booking Required) | 7+

II Robotic Adventures 10am & 11:30am

Venue: Sirlan Wood Building, Robert Gordon University
Price:£6/£4 | 7+

I' Dogs, BugsandAl: the 7:30pm II
Disease Detectives

Venue: Fraser Noble building, University of Aberdeen
Price: £6/£4 | 12+

Science and the City 2pm-3:30pm I' Move with Microbits

Venue: Meeting point outside Marischal College
Price: £6/£4 | 16+

1:30pm & 3pm

Venue: Sirlan Wood Building, Robert Gordon University
Price:£6/£4 | 7+

Tuesday 24th September

11,12, 1pm, 2pm, 3pm

Venue: Sirlan Wood Building, Robert Gordon University
Price: FREE (Booking Required) | 7+

What Can | Say to Alexa? 6:30pm I' Welcome to Mars

Venue: Fraser Noble building, University of Aberdeen
Price: £6/£4 | Family

| ;
I The Evidence Chamber &2'3?1357’%8% ||

Venue: SirDuncanRice Library, University of Aberdeen

Price:£6/£4 | 18+ Only
I' What do Gases, Epidemics, 6:30pm
Society and Life Have in Common?
Venue: Fraser Noble building, University of Aberdeen
Price: £6/£4 | 12+
I Designing Deceptions 7:30pm
Venue: Fraser Noble building, University of Aberdeen
Price: £6/£4 | 12+

Wednesday 25th September
IMiourmey to Mars

Venue: Fraser Noble building, University of Aberdeen
Price:£6/£4 | 12+

II SoYouWant ToBe aForensic 7pm-9pm
Scientist? Price:£6/£4 | 18+ Only

Venue: Sirlan Wood Building, Robert Gordon University

I' Cabaret of Dangerous Ideas
Venue:LemonTree | Price: £6/£4 | 18+ Only

7:30pm I' Fashionand the Rise of DARQ 2:30pm
Technologies for Sustainability

Venue: Sirlan Wood Building, Robert Gordon University
Price:£6/£4 | 12+

Do You Feel Lucky?

Venue: Fraser Noble building, University of Aberdeen
Price:£6/£4 | 12+

I' Forensic Pathologyinan
Ever Changing World

Venue: Sirlan Wood Building, Robert Gordon University
Price: £6/£4 | 18+ Only

Scanthe QRcodeto
book tickets >

Or visit
www.aberdeenperformingarts.com/whats-on/

See page 5 for fullinformation about booking
tickets.
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Why Do We Like
Sunshine?

Dr Olga Runcie

Sat21Sep| £6/£4 | 2pm
Venue: Fraser Noble building,
University of Aberdeen

Discoverhow sunlight positively impacts our health
and physiology. We'll explore the science behind
why we feel happier and more energetic on sunny
days, looking into the role of sunlightin vitamin

D production, moodregulation, and circadian
rhythms. Learn about the surprising ways in which
sunlightinfluences our physical and mental
well-being, and gain practical tips on how to safely
enjoy the benefits of sunshine. This talk is perfect
foranyoneinterestedinunderstanding the vital
connection between sunlight and human health.

Alin Research and
Developing Tests
for Diabetes

12+

DrNimesh Mody &
Dr Rodanthi Zindrili

Mon23Sep | £6/£4 | 6.30pm
Venue: Fraser Noble building,
University of Aberdeen

There are several different types of diabetes, the most
commonbeing Type 1and Type 2 diabetes. Despite
how common they are accurate diagnosis remains
challenging, meaning the treatments patientsreceive,
if any, are suboptimal. The capabilities of artificial
intelligence (Al) present significant opportunities for
advancing scientific research and discovery. We will
discuss the exciting new uses of Artificial Intelligence
(Al)inresearch and how we are using Al to develop
tests for different sub-types of diabetes.

Dogs, Bugs and Al: the Disease Detectives 5.

Professor JamesLogan

Mon23Sep | £6/£4 | 7:30pm
Venue: Fraser Noble building, University of Aberdeen

Join Scientistand TV presenter, Professor James Logan, for an eye-opening talk on the future of disease
detection! Discover how scientists are tapping into the incredible scent-detection abilities of insects
and dogs toidentifyillnesses; from training dogs to sniff out malaria to usinginsects as natural disease
detectors, this session will reveal the innovative techniques transforming medical diagnostics, which
could evenlead to smart watches of the future alerting you whenyou areill.. don’t miss this fascinating
glimpse into the power of nature in healthcare.



Hot Topics

Maths Week H™ UNIVERSITY OF

Iii.l Scotland “PABERDEEN

What Do Gases,
Epidemics,
Society and Life
Have incommon?

12+

Dr Francisco Perez-Reche

Tue 24 Sep | £6/£4 | 6:30pm
Venue: Fraser Noble building,
University of Aberdeen

What links gases, epidemics, society, and life?
They are all complex systems that physicists and
mathematicians are deciphering using simple
models. Join us to discover how these models shed
light oninfection spread, viral social contagion,
andlife’semergence. Don’t miss this fascinating
exploration of complexity through the lens of
science!

H™ UNIVERSITY OF

“YABERDEEN
Journey to Mars: 5
Aberdeen’s Role i
in Pioneering Red
Planet Exploration

Professor Javier Martin Torres

Wed 25Sep | £6/£4 | 6:30pm
Venue: Fraser Noble building,
University of Aberdeen

Discover the ground-breaking contributions of
the University of Aberdeen to Mars exploration
and how they are going to pave the way for
future human exploration. Learn how Aberdeen’s
scientists will produce liquid water, oxygen and
fuelonMars, and how they are helping to unlock
the mysteries of the Red Planet. Joinus fora
fascinating journey through space, science, and
the future of planetary exploration.

)

"\

Fashion and the
Rise of DARQ
Technologies for
Sustainability

12+

Yemi Scott

Sat28Sep| £6/£4 | 2:30pm
Venue: Sirlan Wood Building,
Robert Gordon University

This presentation will explore the transformative
power of technology and innovation, particularly

in the fashion industry. It will journey through Yemi
Scott’s personal experiences, highlighting how she
harnessed technology to drive sustainability and
equity within the fashion sector.

Aberdeen
Science
Festival

Powered by TECHFEST

Scanthe QR codeto
book tickets >

Orvisit
www.aberdeenperformingarts.com/whats-on/

See page 5 for fullinformation about booking
tickets.
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STEM Nights
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After dark, these evening events are where the serious scientific
ideas are discussedina different way... fromillusions, luck and

emotion he way to dangerousideas.
a

Sci- FiSnobbery

Simon Watt and Dr Jamie Gallagher

Sun 22 Sep | FREE (Booking Required) | 7pm
Venue: Fraser Noble building, University of Aberdeen

18+

What is the best science fiction film of all time? That’s the question posed by terminal Trekki Jamie
Gallagher and sci-ficynic Simon Watt at this event. Join them as they delve into the movie archives and
debate the cinematic merits (and scientific oversights) of some of their favourite science fiction flicks.

Is ‘E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial’ more plausible than ‘Alien’? Does 1985's ‘Back to the Future’ present a more
intriguing depiction of time travel than 2020’s ‘Tenet’? And is ‘The Matrix’ so iconic that we can forgive

its sub-parsequels?

Bring your smart phone to play along and have your say!

Designing Deceptions
Dr Matt Pritchard

Tue 24 Sep| £6/£4 | 7:30pm
Venue: Fraser Noble building, University of Aberdeen

12+

Opticalillusions have both an artistic and scientific appeal as they question our perception of reality. This

fast paced and demonstration packed talk will explore how the mind can be deceived, and how optical
principles, smart materials, and even typographical word play can be exploitedin magic effects. The
presenter, Dr Matt Pritchard, is a two-time winner of the international “Best lllusion of the Year Contest”.

SYBIN W3LS



STEM Nights
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Cabaret of Dangerous Ideas

University of Aberdeen

Wed 25Sep | £6/£4 | 7pm
Venue: Lemon Tree

Ablend of controversial academic research, audience interaction, and a dash of
comedy. Joinus to hear from academics about the latest ideas that push boundaries,
challenge assumptions and take usinto the realm of dangerousideas!

Science of Emotions

DrEmma Hepburn (@thepsychologymum)

Thu26Sep| £6/£4 | 7om
Venue: Fraser Noble building, University of Aberdeen

Feeling happy, sad, frustrated, overwhelmed or scunnered? Then this talk is foryou.

We willlook at what emotions actually are and why emotions are a critical part of brain
functioning. We’ll consider what science tells us about emotions to answer arange of
different questions: How does our brain create emotions? What would happen if we just
had feel good emotions? How can we bestrespond to difficult emotions?

Do You Feel Lucky?

Jon Davis (thinkscience)
Fri27 Sep | £6/£4 | 7:30pm
Venue: Fraser Noble building, University of Aberdeen

Discoverthe science of Luck. Are you superstitious? Would you walk under aladder?
Witness powerful mind-reading and a smashing finale!

18+

12+

12+

Forensic Pathology in an Ever
Changing World

Professor James Grieve

Sat28Sep| £6/£4 | 7pm
Venue: Robert Gordon University

Providing the reasoning behind sudden and unexplained deaths, Forensic Pathology
plays a crucialrole in helping families and wider society make sense of chaotic and
devastating situations.

In this eye-opening session, Forensic Pathologist Professor James Grieve discusses
how the practice of this fascinating science has changed over his career, and how it
cangarnervaluable insightsinto the lives and deaths of the deceased, including those
involvedininternational disasters and war crimes.

Science
Festival

Powered by TECHFEST

Aberdeen

SYBIN W3LS
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FIERCE

BEER

From Grainto

Glass: Behind ‘
the Scenes at

Fierce Beer

Fierce Beer

Sat21Sep| £6/£4 | 12-1:30pm
Venue: Fierce Beer Taproom

What goes into crafting the perfect pint?

From kernelto keg, Fierce Beerinvites you to step
into Aberdeen’s only craft brewery for an exclusive
multi-sensory experience like no other. Asyou're
guided around the brewhouse, fermentation tanks
and barrel store, you'll be invited to taste, smelland
touchtheingredients Fierce Beer expertly blends
into some of Aberdeen’s best-loved beers.

THE NATIONAL

PEOPLE CENTRED ™I INTELLIGENCE DRIVEN

The What,
Why and How
of Robots

National Robotarium

Sat21Sep| £6/£4

10am, 11.30am, 1.30pm & 3pm
Venue: Sir DuncanRice Library,
University of Aberdeen

Want to learn more about robots and what they can
do? Come along and meet two different robots
widely usedinindustry and entertainment and get
hands-on operating our claw-bots. Canyou get
therobot to collect and move the blocks? Canyou
score agoalinrobot football? Why not come along
and find out!

—_— SMAR
o HOM
—_N SOLUTIONE

Create Your @
Own Al
Assistant

Caroline Laurenson

Sat21Sep| £6/£4 | 3pm
Venue: Sir DuncanRice Library,
University of Aberdeen

Everheard of a “Conversation Designer”? How about
a “Prompt Engineer’? Before the rise of ChatGPT,
few people knew about theseroles. Yet, these Al
pioneers are changing the world of work and how we
communicate. Stepinto their shoes to create your
ownvirtual assistant that utilises complexlanguage
models to understand humaninteractions, gather
information, and generate content based on only
afewlines of writteninstructions. Please bring a
laptop if you wish to follow along live with the build

in thisinteractive lecture, although having your own
deviceisnot essential for participation.

LEVERHULME

F:'! TRUST
el J°

The Evidence
Chamber @

Leverhulme Research Centre
for Forensic Science

Tue24 Sep| £6/£4

4-5.30pm & 6-7.30pm
Venue: Sir Duncan Rice Library,
University of Aberdeen

Note: This event willinvolve reading out loud.

There’s beenamurder. Asuspectisinpolice
custody. Butis therealkiller stillon the loose?

At thisimmersive event, Forensic Scientists from the
Leverhulme Research Centre for Forensic Science
and digital story studio Fast Familiar give you the
power to change someone’slife. Youand your
fellow juror will scrutinise the evidence and use your

powers of deduction toreachverdict. 19
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L) UNIVERSITY ABERDEEN

Soyouwantto
be a Forensic
Scientist?

18+

DrWendy Deegan

Wed25Sep| £6 | 7om-9pm
Venue: Robert Gordon University

Gotaneye fordetail and aknack forknowing
whodunnit?

Put your detective skills to the test as you enter the
RGU forensic lab for an evening of crime, clues and
curiosity. With the help of Dr Wendy Deegan, you'll
analyse the evidence, piece togetherthe case,
andlearn more about how the professionals use
analytical chemistry, forensic toxicology, and ever-
evolving DNA techniques to uncover the truth and
find the culprit. Please note that as thisis an over18s
event the crime will be of a serious nature and not for
the faint-hearted!

E™ UNIVERSITY OF
*PABERDEEN

Science and
the City

Dr Chris Croly

Fri27Sep| £6/£4 | 2pm -3:30pm
Venue: Meeting point outside
Marischal College

Join Dr Chris Croly to explore people and places
associated with scientific advances around the
city centre. Aberdeen has beenassociated witha

number of scientific advances over the centuries -

we will explore the people and places associated
with these advances.

Tour starts outside Marischal College.

The Night Sky

TechFest

Sat 28 Sep

FREE (Booking Required)
10am, 11lam, 12am, 1:30pm,
2.30pm, 3.30pm

Venue: Sirlan Wood Building,
Robert Gordon University

Enjoy a visit to the unique environment of the
TechFest Dome. Find out why we have day and
night, wonder at a sky full of stars and discover
the constellations and take partin space related
activities.

Robotic Adventures

(Recommended age 7-11)

Heart of Midlothian
Innovation Centre

Sat28Sep | £6/£4 | 10am, 11.30am
Venue: Sirlan Wood Building,
Robert Gordon University

Getready foran exciting 25-minute* robotics
adventure! Opento everyone aged 7-11,
participants willunleash their creativity, teamwork,
and problem-solving skills to design, build, and
code theirvery own Legorobots. Dive into themes
like environmental and animal conservation and
discover thatin this workshop, imagination has no
limits!

Move with Microbits

(Recommended age 7-11)

Heart of Midlothian
Innovation Centre

Sat28Sep| £6/£4 | 1:30pm & 3pm

Venue: Sirlan Wood Building,
Robert Gordon University

Dive into the exciting world of sports technology
with this workshop! Open to young enthusiasts
aged7-11, participants willlearn how to use the
micro:bits to make step counters. After designing
their projects, they’lltest them out in fun outdoor
activities. Getready to combine tech, movement
and datainawhole new way!

GROUP

Welcome
toMars

Cromar Future Group

Sat 28 Sep | FREE (Booking Required)
Tam, 12pm, Ipm, 2pm, 3pm

Venue: Sirlan Wood Building,

Robert Gordon University

Theyearis 2124. Our young crew from Beacon Base
on Mars, are recruiting new colonists and attracting
tourists. Have you got what it takes to visit orlive on
Mars? Come and find out at this family friendly event
rated “5 stars” by visitors during British Science Week.
The eventis free but you must book yourplace.

21



Healthy and Sustainable

The 40 Faces Lego Trail Library Exhibition Guided Coastal Discovery
Diets from Cfine and Rowett

SirDuncan Rice Library SirDuncanRice Library Greyhope Bay
Cfine and Rowett Sun22 Sep | FREE | Tlam-4pm Sun 22 Sep | FREE | 11:30am - 4pm Mon23Sep| £5/£3 | 1lam -12:30am
Sat 21Sep | FREE | 10am - 2pm G Venue : SirDuncan Rice Library Gallery Venue: SirDuncan Rice Library Greyhope Bay
Venue: Rowett Institute We're looking at faces this year as part of the Visit the exhibition “Striking Impressions” and ia'r’:oujr?gmzgrgloggtZeBaam%zé%%rz?gﬁnﬁs tt?]?st
o ) . - Aberdeen Science Festival. Head to the Library discover how faces have beeninterpreted and uided beachwaylk V\?e’lldi)écoverw'hatha% been
Joinin this family event which willinclude hands-on ?all.efy(o”the GKOU”S? Floor) to explore the depicted in different ways. Anatomy, divination, \%ashedu o th shore by the late summer tides
\k/)vo(;kshor?s c?nhzero&/vaste .co%l?ng,c?(pkmg gna Striking Impressions” exhibition whichis all caricature, sculpture, painting, masks - there’s a We’llalsors)pend sometimyeidentif ingvour finds.
ucget, healthy and sustainable cooking and some aboutfaces. Then grab a trail sheet and see if lot on display! We don’t just want people tolook and learning more about the creata/regtyhatcallour
fun badge making activities. o ’ %Qu can find all 40 Lego minifig faces that we've at stuff though - throughout the exhibition we're coast homg What willyou find?
v iddeninthe display casesin the SirDuncan Rice encouraging visitors to reflect and engage with the : Y '
ciine Library Gallery and the Zoology Museum. Some displays creatively. There's evenacreative spacein  Tickets for this event must be
n are easy to spot, and others alittle more difficult! the middle of the gallery where you canjust sit and purchased with Greyhope
Storm Branch Catapults use the art supplies provided. Bay’s Eventbrite page.
Aberdeen City Rangers . Scanthe QRcodeto
Sat21Sep| £4 | Tlam -12.30pm The Ugly Animal Show booktickets->
Venue: Hazlehead Woods Dr Simon Watt

Do you think you can build your own mini

Sun 22 Sep | FREE (Booking Required) G
3pm | Venue : Fraser Noble building,

© University of Aberdeen

At the Ugly Animal Preservation Society, we

catapult frombranches and stones? Join
Aberdeen City Council’s Countryside
Ranger and build your own catapult made
from natural materials! Learn the history
and the science behind this wonder of

i i i . . celebrate and explore the incredible biolo
%%?2@#;'022%';66””9 and see how far UnlverSIty of Aberdeen O(fjthe animal kiné)d%m’s mOSt'mo7nl§itrouc?"c\j?V¥]atr1
i I i i adaptations make them amazing? How did suc
f,‘ﬂta;i’i”cf’,',?pga‘,’,'}',-’g;'}ﬁ?s”,';‘f,f,t;fgf_t’ ZOOIOgy Museum pidepous crgatureosI evolveinthe %rst g\lace? TgleI shov¥
f ; _ A o eatures videos, demonstrations and lots and lots o
These events have been designed with the whole family in mind, from Zoology Building audience participation. What Canl Say to Alexa?

Researchwillbe made real withhands-on activities,
demonstrations and exploration of science, artand
more at the Explorathon Extravaganza. With family-

friendly activities for all ages, learn about how research : : Explore this hands-on classroom and learn more flash briefings and routines that will allow you to fully
can haxeanimpactonygurlife!\/enuesinclude Cruickshank Botanic Garden about theimportance of biodiversity and the customise your experience and keep your data safe.
University of Aberdeen Zoology Museum, Sir Duncan Sun 22 Sep | FREE |Tlam - 4pm environment. -
Rice Library and Cruickshank Botanic Gardens. Venue: Cruickshank Botanic Garden §
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The

ouryoungest explorers to our wise elders. Come along and be inspired DISCOVGFy Day

by passionate professionals from across the world of science. Event organisedin collaboration
with Explorathon
Sun 22 Sep | FREE | 17am - 4pm
Venue: University of Aberdeen:
Zoology Building

Sun22Sep | FREE | 11lam - 4pm

<z Caroline Laurenson
Venue: University of Aberdeen: e §
Zoology Building Fri27 Sep| £6/£4 | 6:30pm

The 40 Faces Lego Trail continuesin the Zoology H H H Venue: FraserNoble building,
Misetm Wihistjousro searcing ey dpiays Aberdeen Biodiversity Centre  university of Aberdeen

inclu Xi Y, , fluid- Vi - i 2 Thi in!
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. . Sun22Sep | FREE | 1lam - 4pm unlockits potential to make your life easier and
CrUIckshank Botanlc Garden Venue: Aberdeen Biodiversity Centre more enjoyable. Discover hidden features and move

beyondbasic commands with the skills, widgets,

Explore the Beauty of the Botanics in this tranquil 23
oasis in the middle of Aberdeen.




Fringe Events
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Fringe Events

Ataste of science from the University of Aberdeen and Explorathon

Café Sci - Scotland’s
Prehistoric Geometry

DrRichard Hepworth-Young hE"E Waths Week
cotlan
Wed 4 Sep| FREE | 7pm §

Venue: Aberdeen Art Gallery

Carved stone balls are prehistoric objects that
have been discovered across Britain and Ireland,
but mainly in north-east Scotland. There are many
theories about their purpose and significance, one
of whichis that they represent geometric objects:
polyhedra. Inthis talk we will explore the carved
stone balls, the mathematics of polyhedra, and the
question of whether the two are related.

Doors Open Day
Institute of Medical
Sciences

Sat7Sep | FREE | 10am -4pm
Venue: The Institute of Medical Sciences

The Institute of Medical Sciences willbe open on

Doors Open Day this year with a full day of free, fun,

family friendly events. Discover the building and

its labs through guided tours and learn about our
research with different research groups in the main
atriumwho willhave lots of family friendly activities.

Scan QR tovisit
booking site for
fringe events >

= Join ourmailing

The Orkney Cancer Gene:
Discovery and Lessons

Professor Zosia Miedzybrodzka
Wed11Sep | FREE | 7pm
Venue: OneBioHub

Recentresearch hasidentified breast and ovarian
cancergenesinfamilies from Orkney and Shetland.
Lab science and population genetics have helped
pilot anew origin-based approach that could bring
testing to those who needit wherever they are living
now, saving lives and also NHS budgets. This talk will
survey the discovery journey, just how much we have
achieved and the way forward.

list formore
details as they
are available >

TechFest
through the year.

TechFestis a charity basedin Aberdeen
that has promoted Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics across
Scotland forthe last 40 years. In addition
to Aberdeen Science Festival, we have an
extensive education programme spanning
from early years to senior school students.
We are incredibly grateful to all our sponsors
and supporters who allow us to inspire
young people and theirinfluencers about
opportunities in the world of STEM.

By supporting Aberdeen Science Festival,
you support TechFests year round
community outreach. We regularly work
with communities across Aberdeen City
and Aberdeenshire to bring STEM education
to life, with engaging hands on activities,
workshops and shows.

Aberdeen
Science
Festival

Powered by TECHFEST




Future events

TECHFEST
: dgieal

Techfest

Scotland’s Digital
Science Festival
Powered by TechFest

1-8 November 2024

As the nights draw in and the weatheris
dreich, you can still enjoy the wonder of
TechFest without setting a foot outdoors. Join
like-minded people from around the World
for the Digital Science Festival and participate
inamyriad of activities and presentations
from the comfort of your own armchair.

Aberdeen
Science
Festival

Powered by TECHFEST

TechfesT

v
m CHRISTMAS LECTURES fon  suwportdty
The Royal Institution CGI

The Royal Institution
Christmas Lectures

December2024

Come along to the livestream of the filming

of the iconic Royal Institution Christmas
Lectures. Filmed over three evenings, glimpse
behind the scenes of this years topic, yet to
be announced. Join our mailing list for more
details as they are available.

“TECHFEST

24 DAYS OF STEM

Techfest

24 Days of STEM
December2024

Our ‘24 Days of STEM’ advent calendar offers
exciting activities designed for allinterests
and skill levels. Participants will develop
science, design, and coding skills while
enjoying festive surprises.

Scantojoin ourmailinglist > [E]FEakg!

We would like
to thank our
sponsors and
supporters’

TechFestis kindly hosted by the
University of Aberdeen

*This page acknowledges the generous
contributions of all our sponsors

and supporters at the time of the
programme being published.
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Interested in ASF 20257

If you have an event you think would be a great fit for Aberdeen Science Festival
2025, please contact the team on enquiries@techfest.org.uk

Aberdeen Science Festivalis coordinated by TechFest.

Butchart Centre, University of Aberdeen, University Road, Aberdeen AB24 3UT,
Email: enquiries@techfest.org.uk | Website: techfest.org.uk

Scottish Charity number SCO10349



